School Emergency
Communication Plan
The School Emergency Communication Plan
assists local school districts to better link
communications during a large-scale
emergency. Schools and districts can elect to
install a radio antenna system; this antenna
system includes the ability to operate both
inside and outside the building. The antenna
can be used with district radios, cellular
phones, and amateur radios. This plan goes
into effect if all other means of
communications are down, unreliable, or
overloaded.

Join the Team
The team is always
growing, so interested
amateur radio
operators that live
and/or work in the
Santa Clarita Valley are
welcome to learn
about how they can support the community.
Licensed and aspiring amateur radio operators
are encouraged to contact the City Radio
Officer via www. santa-clarita.com, or at
(661) 250-3708.

Presents

Team Event Participation
The SCECT also provides communications for
various events, such as:
• City of Santa Clarita Marathon
• City of Santa Clarita Cowboy Festival
• City of Santa Clarita Emergency Expo

Santa Clarita Emergency
Communications Team
City of Santa Clarita
20880 Centre Pointe Parkway
Santa Clarita, CA 91350
(661) 250-3708

• Santa Clarita 4th of July Parade

Building a Strong Community

santa-clarita.com

SANTA CLARITA
Emergency
Communications
Team
The Vital Link

Team Criteria
· Background check by City of Santa Clarita.
· Issued a City identification card as a
Volunteer Disaster Service Worker.
· Attendance at required training sessions.
· Participation in weekly/monthly nets.
· Participation in drills to enhance emergency
communication skills.

The “Vital Link”
Known as the “Vital Link,” the Santa Clarita
Emergency Communications Team’s (SCECT)
mission is to supply and support emergency
communications for the City of Santa Clarita.
Members are volunteer amateur radio
operators, who supply their time, talents, and
equipment in times of crises, and are
registered as a civil defense organization
under the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency
Service (RACES).
In the Santa Clarita Valley, this team also works
closely with the Los Angeles County Fire
Department, Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department, Henry Mayo Newhall Memorial
Hospital, local radio, and others. The Vital Link
connects the City and the county during an
emergency, and provides a coordinated,
uniform communications plan.

· Utilize Association of Public-Safety
Communications International (APCO)
phonetics for transmissions.

Team Activities
In coordination with the City’s emergency
operations, members maintain a level of
readiness so they can respond at a moment’s
notice. Some of the team’s responses include
numerous wild land fires, the 1994 Northridge
Earthquake, and winter storm related
emergencies.

The team’s primary coordination point is the
City’s Emergency Operations Center (EOC),
with communications capability also available
at the City’s alternate EOC.
Team members support City emergency
operations during citywide and countywide
drills and exercises. They also assist with
communications support during drive-thru
and walk-in Points of Dispensing,
coordinating location traffic information.

Santa Clarita Fire Watch
The Santa Clarita Fire Watch program consists
of patrol activations to help prevent or reduce
the number of fires. The function of the
program is to provide local authorities
information during critical fire weather
conditions. Patrols help to deter arson
through the visible placard on vehicles. The
area of Santa Clarita Fire Watch operations is
limited to the City of Santa Clarita,
neighboring unincorporated areas of Los
Angeles County, and the Angeles
National Forest.

